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Editorial
This issue includes papers that are based on presentation made at the Third Haifa Workshop on Interdisciplinary
Applications of Graph Theory, Combinatorics and Algorithms, a workshop that took place at the Caesarea Edmond
Benjamin de Rothschild Foundation Institute for Interdisciplinary Applications of Computer Science at the University
of Haifa. A key theme of the workshop was to honor Professor Peter Hammer. While this issue was in preparation, the
editors together with the entire community of Discrete Mathematicians were shocked and saddened by the news of the
tragic death of Professor Hammer in a trafﬁc accident on December 27, 2006.
This issue is dedicated to the memory of Professor Peter Hammer. In his honor, we are including Uri Rothblum’s
introduction of Professor Hammer as the third Rothschild Lecturer.
Uriel G. Rothblum introducing Professor Peter Hammer (May 28, 2003)
I am honored to have been asked to introduce to you today my friend and colleague of many years—Professor Peter
Hammer from Rutgers University.
Peter is going to deliver today the third Rothschild Lecture. The lecture is the high point of the three-day Workshop
on InterdisciplinaryApplications of Graph Theory, Combinatorics and Computation which is taking place at CRI—the
Caesarea EdmondBenjamin deRothschild Foundation Institute for InterdisciplinaryApplications ofComputer Science,
at the University of Haifa. In fact, the theme of our conference is to honor Peter for his scientiﬁc achievements, for his
professional contributions and for his academic leadership, which span over almost four decades.
The task of describing Peter’s accomplishments requires much more time than I have—in fact, I would not have been
able to do this properly, even if I had time for a full one-hour lecture. As we all wish to hear about Peter’s latest work,
I will mention only some of the highlights of Peter’s distinguished career, focusing on the scope of his achievements.
Peter has written over 200 papers that were published in the most important peer-reviewed scientiﬁc journals of
their respective ﬁelds. He has also written four monographs and has edited eight volumes. The unifying thread in
Peter’s scientiﬁc work has been Boolean and Pseudo–Boolean functions. This thread has, in fact, become a magniﬁcent
necklace with many beautiful pearls, representing Peter’s work in Discrete Mathematics, Logic, Graph Theory,Applied
Operations Research, Social and Medical Sciences, Statistics and more.
But, there is much more beyond these numbers. Peter is ﬁrst and foremost a scientiﬁc leader. His energy is
legendary—just unbelievable. Peter pulls and attracts, like a big magnet, many colleagues and students to the ar-
eas he is involved with. To give you an idea of this dimension, let me mention that, to date, Peter has collaborated with
individuals from 24 countries and delivered scientiﬁc presentations in over 30 countries.
We all admire individuals who have the capability of serving as editors in chief of scientiﬁc journals, let alone those
with the vision and drive to initiate the publication of a journal and serve as a founding editor. Over the last 32 years,
Peter has been the founding editor of ﬁve journals and of a monograph series. He is still serving as the editor in chief of
all of them. I am referring to: Discrete Mathematics, Discrete Applied Mathematics, Annals of Discrete Mathematics,
Annals of Operations Research and The Monograph Series on Discrete Mathematics and Applications (of SIAM).
Peter has also served on the editorial and advisory boards of another eight journals.
The breadth of Peter’s work is reﬂected in his appointment at Rutgers. Formost of us, getting a professor-appointment
is an accomplishment that we are proud of. Peter is holding four academic appointments at Rutgers—he is a professor
of Mathematics, Computer Science, Operations Research and MSIS (the latter at the School of Business) and he has
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previously held full-time positions at four other institutions (including one in my home institution—the Technion).
Peter has also held visiting appointments in over a dozen academic institutions, including the Soviet and the Chinese
Academies of Science.
Peter’s appointment at Rutgers University was not a simple move of a professor from one institution to another.
When Peter was invited to join Rutgers 20 years ago, he was given the task of establishing an Operations Research
center. Peter certainly delivered—RUTCORwas established and is now one of the more active OR centers in the world,
with about 10 in-house faculty members, dozens of Ph.D. students and many visitors. RUTCOR played a major role in
attracting the US National Science Foundation to house world-renowned DIMACS at Rutgers. I doubt that the Rutgers
administration knew what they were getting into when they recruited Peter.
Peter’s accomplishments have been acknowledged by him being granted honorary doctorate degrees by: The Univer-
sity of Rome in Italy, TheUniversity of Liege in Belgium, and Ecole Polytechnique Federal de Lausanne in Switzerland.
He was also awarded the Euler Medal by the Institute of Combinatorics and its Applications.
But, undoubtedly, Peter’s most important accomplishment, from his point of view, is the outcome of his collaboration
with his lovely wife Anea—the creation of their wonderful family. I am referring to the couple’s two talented boys,
Max and Alex, their families and last but not least their granddaughters, pictures of whom we saw last night.
There is one more issue before I ﬁnish. On behalf of all participants in this conference, I would like to thank Professor
Marty Golumbic, the director of CRI. Marty deserves our thanks for his initiative and organization of this conference.
We all appreciated the opportunity to be exposed to the interesting presentations, and for the opportunity to honor Peter.
Ladies and Gentleman! It is with passion, admiration and high esteem that I am inviting Professor Peter Hammer
fromRutgers University to deliver his talk about “Logical analysis of data with applications to biomedical informatics”.
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